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extracting the placenta, particularly as I
had no more ergot beside me. The placenta
powerfully adhered to the womb, so much
so, that it called forth much strength to
detach it. I found it a granulated, half
cheesy, half scirrhous substance, breaking
down under my fingers during examination;
in one part only the blood-vessels seemed
gorged,; the other parts were palish, pre-
senting an uniform appearance. Her pulse
had been 120 before the placenta was
removed, but it afterwards fell considerably;
the blood following the extraction was a
mere trifle. After this she got on beauti-
fully, her appetite becoming good; her
husband twice each day brought me the
most satisfactory accounts, always, how-
ever, importuning me to give his wife some
medicine to preventfutnre pregnancy. The
accounts, yesterday (Nov. 19) were most
gratifying. I fear I have too far trespassed
on the pages of your very valuable Journal,

R. C.
P.S.-Nov. 26th. Riding out to-day I

was suddenly shocked by being told that
the husband a few days ago applied to some
ignorant individual to give his wife some-
thing to prevent pregnancy; herbs were
given, and, horrible to tell, the poor woman
soon was no more ! Whether the herbs were
of a very purgative or poisonous property, I
have failed in discovering: I am, however,
happily and clearly convinced they were not
given with any murderous or evil intent.-
R. C.

CASE OF UTERINE H&AElig;MORRHAGE,
ILLUSTRATIVE OF SOME OF THE

EFFECTS OF LOSS OF BLOOD.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR:&mdash;May I request a space in your
Journal for the following case, which is

fully and clearly demonstrative of some of
the effects of loss of blood. It is not so
much to the consequences which imme-
diately resulted from the haemorrhage, as
to those which became evident at a remoter
period, and which signified the endeavours
of the system to recover from exhaustion,
that I would direct the attention.

Mrs. K., aetat. 27, of pale complexion,
nervous temperament, and prone to hysteria,
was delivered, three years ago, of her first

child, since which she has twice miscarried
at the close of the third month of gestation.
She had advanced to between the third and
fourth month of pregnancy, and had been
exposed to causes of mental anxiety and
bodil) fatigue. The 2nd of February she
walked a long distance, and tired herself
greatly. During the night of the 3rd, ute-
rine haemorrhage commenced, and this had
persisted, with more or less violence, until

the 5th, when it increased, and her danger
was now so apparent to her attendants, who
had hitherto contented themselves with wait-
ing for the termination of the abortion to
arrest the flooding, regardless of the pros-
tration of strength which it was inducing,
that they sent hastily for aid.
On visiting her I was at once struck with

the pale, lifeless-looking countenance and
the absence of everything denotive of vigour
and animation ; the lips were blanched, the
eye was vacant, the breathing was at one
time scarcely perceptible, at another catch-
ing and suspirious ; the pulse was small
and feeble, and with difficulty felt; the
mental faculties were involved in the gene-
ral prostration. I instantly gave her some
brandy, which restored her for a while ;
but she sank again almost directly, and laid
insensible to all around. The exact amount
of haemorrhage which had occurred was of
course unascertainable, but of late it had
been copious ; it had now ceased, the abor-
tion was completed, and the obvious and
pressing indications were to rally the powers
of life, which seemed well nigh exhausted.
I administered brandy freely, and its effect
was as striking as it was transient. Each
time she took it she recovered surprisingly ;
the frame seemed vivified with a new

energy ; a colour diffused itself over the
blanched countenance ; the eye was lighted
up, the skin felt warmer, she could recog-
nise her friends and answer queries with
correctness, although in a startled and hur-
ried way. She was alive to her danger,
and anxiously expressed her dread of disso-
lution ; more than once she exclaimed,-
" O ! pray do something for me ; I shall not
recover! "

The signs of rallying were indeed as fleet-
ing as they could be. Shortly after she had
drunk the cordial the stupor returned, the
look became fixed and unmeaning, and
though the pupil contracted when a light
was presented, no annoyance was expressed
at its proximity ; the ear was impressed only
by loud and pointed tones, and when sounds
were audible she was aroused, evinced a
flurried and bewildered manner, as though
she had awakened from a troubled dream,
and was again unconscious as before. There
was a state of stupor which was descriptive
not of the quiescence of organs merely, but
the failure of their functions, and this by
being occasionally interrupted by startings,
tossing of the arms, and other signs of rest-
lessness, was rendered still more alarming.
Throughout the day she continued much in
the same condition, being at times pulseless,
and evincing no change for the better except
when rallied by stimuli, the frequent and
persevering exhibition of which enabled the
vital organs, but imperfectly, to sustain their
functions. Towards the evening vomiting
came on ; the stomach rejected everything
the instant it was swallowed ; the signs of
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restlessness, which have been noticed as

interrupting the stupor, were increased, and
a convulsion ensued which agitated the
frame with violence, and threatened to pros-
trate, finally, what little strength remained.
Half a grain of opium was given in a pill,
was unexpectedly retained, and the vomit-
ing ceased. During the night nothing
seemed wanting to make more perilous the
sitnation of the patient, her countenance
being a long time white and ghastly, her lips
livid and apart, her mouth open, her eyes
inauimated and surrounded by a blue circle,
her forehead bedewed with moisture, her
extremities cold ; the pulse was feeble in
the extreme, and sometimes indistinguish-
able ; the falling of the jaw betrayed the
muscular debility which existed. The livid

appearance of the features was not to be
wondered at, for the blood could not have
been properly oxygenated, when there was
a state of the breathing organs in which the
thoracic movements were all but impercept-
ible ; sometimes they were quite so ; and the
respiratory murmur was hardly to be heard.
The catching and sighing which interfered
with this kind of breathing, seemed at once
denotive of the embarrassment which at-
tend the respiration, and needful to arteria-
lisp the venous blood.

Stimuli were perseveringly administered,
and the hope that their influence, which was
but momentary, would soon become more
permanent, was at length realised. In the
morning (Feb. 6) an amelioration appeared;
the surface was warm, the circulation had
rallied, the breathing was more equable, and
no longer suspirious; the mixture of pale-
ness and lividity, which gave the counte-
nance a death-like aspect, had yielded to a
wonted intelligence of expression; the senses
were resuming their action, and could be
impressed without those marked efforts
which a short time previously were required
to produce perceptions which, when ex.

cited, were fleeting and confused. There was
still a disposition to dozing, but there was
nothing like stupor or unconsciousness. The
patient was aware of her improvement, and
expressed herself in hopes of recovering.
These signs of revival became more and
more promising. In the evening the vomit-
ing returned, but it was quieted by two
drops of hydrocyanic acid ; the feel of syn-
cope was yet much complained of.

Feb. 7. The night had been passed rest-
lessly; she had suffered turbulent dreams,
which had much disturbed her, and from
which she had awoke alarmed and terrified.
Nothing could present a greater contrast
than her former and present symptoms,
which were plainly those of reaction. The

disposition to repose and stupor was ex-
changed for excitability and watchfulness,
and there was an over action of those func-
tions which had seemed as enfeebled as

they could be on this side cessation. The

face was flushed, not continuously, how-
ever, for at times it was pallid; the arteries
were energetically contracting, as was proved
by the beating of the carotids, which was
visible to the eye, and the quick and violent
action of the radial and temporal arteries ;
the heart beat tumultuously, and there were
violent pulsations in the epigastrium and
course of the abdominal aorta. This con-
dition of the vessels had occasioned an ex-
alted performance of the offices of organs,
which was painful aud distressing. There
was acute pain across the forehead; the
head felt as if something were bound around
it very tightly; light was intolerable, and
she was much agitated by sounds, complain-
ing particularly of the shutting of the door
and sudden noises. She felt a pain in the
side and precordial region, which she de-
scribed as shooting and throbbing, and also
experienced an uneasy sensation in the
larynx. All the symptoms were much ag-
gravated by elevating the head from the

pillow, and the effort endangered syncope.
The room was ordered to be darkened; per-
fect stillness, and a strict maintenance of
the recumbent posture were enjoined ; the
quantity of stimuli was diminished, and they
were given in a more diluted form.
The two following days (Feb. 8 and 9)

the amendment was but trifling. The treat-
ment was continued.
The 10th, it was reported that she had

been seized with a convulsion, during which
sensibility was suspended, but its duration
was short, and the extremities were not
much agitated ; there was obstinate vomit-
ing. Two drops of hydrocyanic acid were
given, but rejected directly. In three hours
the dose was repeated, and the sickness
subsided. -

Feb. 11. The pain in the head was much
aggravated, and there was a dread of rais-
ing it; the organs of sound and vision were
intensely excited ; there was an augmented
tendency to syncope. The effect of position
on the pulse was remarkable; the removal
of a pillow from beneath the head, which
had been thoughtlessly elevated, imme-

diately reduced its beats from 130 to 120.
Not less worthy of notice was the influence
of the change of attitude over the cerebral
and thoracic symptoms, any variation from
the horizontal posture heightening their
severity. The pulsation in the epigastrium,
and course of the abdominal aorta, was very
distressing, and was a symptom of which
she greatly and long complained. Nourish-
ing diet was taken with benefit.

Feb. 12. She was altogether better; the
sleep was longer and placid, and she had
awoke refreshed; the circulation was much
less accelerated, and the painful sensations
had greatly diminished; she was more cheer-
ful in countenance, and expressed herself
better. From this time the amelioration,
though gradual, has been uninterrupted,



11

The patient is still pale, enfeebled, and un- Iable to bear disturbance, or engage in any
active duties. ,

This case is deserving of consideration;
first, as pourtraying the shock, the mental
and physical prostration, which resulted
from the haemorrhage, and more especially
as evidencing the excessive reaction which
supervened from the efforts of the system
to recover from depression,&mdash;those efforts
being attended by a general arterial action,
nnd a degree of acute pain in different re-
gions which, separately viewed, would
doubtless have suggested the lancet as the
chief remedy. This conclusion, however,
would be out of question when the entire
train of symptoms is considered, when the
history of the case, and the effects of reme-
dies, are regarded as important features of
inquiry.
The same cause had originated symptoms

prevailing together, yet seemingly opposite
in their kind ; if there was an energy dis-
played, there was also manifest a want of it;
if there was great arterial action, there was
combined with it an evident loss of muscu-
lar power; if there was constant pain in the
head, exalting the senses, and rendering
them intolerant of their appropriate stimuli,
there was a feel of faintness which an erect
posture would have converted to actual

syncope, showing a prostration of strength
and forbidding depletion; if there was ad-
vantage derivable from perfect stillness, a
freedom from agitation and disturbance,
which it may be said would also have fol-
lowcd had inflammation been present; there
was also benefit derived from gentle stimuli
and nourishing diet, which were given to
the amelioration of the complaint, but which,
administered in the case of inflammation,
would have hastened its progress, most cer-
tainly would not have lessened its severity.
A comparison of the details could not have
led to a wrong inference ; to have fancied
the existence of inflammation would have 

been, probably, a fatal error,-nothing but a 
one-sided view of the matter,-nothing but
a total ignorance of those symptoms so

faithfully and perspicuously described by
Dr. Marshall Hall, as denoting the remote
efl’ects of the loss of blood, could have mis-
guided the practitioner, or exposed the pa-
tient to the fearful hazard which a wrong
diagnosis must bave infallibly occasioned.
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,

W. FREDERICK BARLOW, M.R.C.S.
March 16, 1839.

W. FREDERICK BARLOW, M.R.C.S.

USE OF THE VECTIS IN CASES OF 
PROTRACTED LABOUR. 

C. V. FIELD, M.R.C.S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :&mdash;If you think the few following

cases worth inserting in your Journal (they

are cases copied from my note-book), and
worth the profession’s observations, they are
at your service, and to make what observa.
tinna vnii tnav deem fit or alterations. *

Rotherhithe, March 6, 1839.
CASE 1.

Mrs. of Rotherhithe, 1824, was taken
in labour with her first child, at the usual
period of utero-gestation. When I was
summoned to attend the amnion waters had
been discharging some hours. Upon exa-
mination per vagina, the presenting part was
the hand and arm, the hand in the vagina,
the os uteri contracted round the arm of the
child, its upper part near the axilla. I en-

deavoured to replace the hand or limb in the
uterus, and allow labour to proceed in the
natural way, but found that impossible,
therefore resolved upon turning, and deliver
by the feet, which was easily done by pass-
ing my hand to the fundus of the uterus
and bringing the feet down, after delivering
the body as far as the head, I met with great
resistance in the head, owing to its resting
upon the arch of the pubes, which was re-
lieved by passing my fingers under the chin
of the child and throughiog the head into the
hollow of the sacrum, by that means the
head was easily extracted. The child was
horn dead. " mother did well."

CASE II.

Mrs. of R., was taken in labour of
second child at the full period, when I was
requested to attend her, and found upon
examination per vaginam the hand and two
folds of the umbilical chord in the vaginae.
I presumed the child to be dead, owing to
pressure on the funis, and the only chance
of delivery was by version or turning the
child in utero, the usual practice layed down
by the ancient and modern practitioners, in
all such cases. The child still-born, mother

) did well.
1,1 In an additional note Mr. Field says,-

The cases are copied by my assistant
from my note-book. If there are errors and
is to lengthened, you are at liberty to place
them in the form for printing. I shall for-
ward you more cases at my first opportuny
having been a taker in of you journal sine
the first of its comg out." As Mr. Field is
a member of the Royal College of Surgeons
in London, and should be fully competent to
write, or revise, for himself, and as our alte-
rations might seriously affect the ol’igillality
of the communication, we insert the " cases "

intact, simply expressing a doubt whether -
Mr. Field’s assistant is entitled to the credit
of having made anything more than a strictly
faithful copy from the note-book. We should
have judged, however, by the manuscripts,
that Mr. Field was his own amanuensis.-
ED. L.


